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Semper Cool is the wrenching, sometimes hilarious and always thought-provoking true story of a

mischievous teenager who enlists in the U.S. Marine Corps seeking adventure and his father's

approval and finds both, plus more danger than he ever could have imagined. With its vivid imagery,

Semper Cool thrusts readers into a grunt's-eye view of the blood, guts, tears and laughter of war, as

told by a Marine who returned home a man and a patriot. Be prepared to laugh and cry and

ultimately thank God for the men and women willing to risk their lives for the freedoms that so many

Americans enjoy.
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CoverAt first glance, a person may only see three guys laughing at the camera. Looking closer, and

after reading the title, you realize these guys are Marines ... and one of them is holding a human

skull. I enjoyed seeing smiling faces on the cover of a book about the military. Most of the time the

people pictured are so solemn (and with good reason).What most intrigued me about this cover was

the knowledge about the photo the reader gained. In the book, Barry (the author and middle guy in

the cover photo ... yes, the one holding the skull) lets you know that the guy on the left died shortly

after the photo was taken and the guy on the right lost both of his legs ... proving what Barry was



told when he arrived in Vietnam: that he had a 1 in 3 chance of leaving Nam in tact, which meant

without dying or losing any body parts. Now, look at the cover again and tell me its not poignant or

awe-inspiring.PlotI love the way this Marine's story was told. Normally, I don't believe a book

summary that declares you should "Be prepared to laugh and cry and ultimately thank God for the

men and women willing to sacrifice their lives for the freedoms that so many Americans enjoy." But,

you know what? I did just that. I laughed. I cried. And, in the end, I did thank God for the men and

women who serve in our military and for allowing me to have been born in America with all of our

freedoms. It was, truly, a humbling reminder that "freedom isn't free."'CharactersWell, I cannot name

them all by name because the fact of the matter is that the "characters" in this book are the U.S.

Marines. I hold high regard for all branches of the military and those that serve under their banners.
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